Brainstorming Directions & Checklist
Unit 4 Animal Diversity Portfolio  
Directions: Choose ONE animal that you would like to learn more about. This animal can be an invertebrate, chordate or a primate. The purpose of this assignment is to research the adaptations of the animal that make them successful in their environment. Use the internet or your text book to help you with your research. During your research, you need to find information about the essential functions your animal must perform to survive in the following areas:

1. Maintaining homeostasis

2. Gathering and responding to information it sees or hears

3. Obtaining and distributing oxygen and nutrients

4. Collecting and eliminating waste
5. Reproducing

You also need to include a picture of your animal in your presentation.
Finally, you will explain how the animal you chose fits into a cladogram from your textbook. Explain what phylum the animal belongs to and why it was classified that way. 

Please use the pages below depending on the animal you chose:

Invertebrates – Biology textbook pages 752-756
Chordate – Biology textbook pages 757-763
Primate - Biology textbook pages 765-773
Bibliography:

1. As you research, copy and paste the website URL here.  Then, you’ll have all of your resources when you are ready to create your bibliography.

2. Don’t know how to create a bibliography? 
Connections Academy uses the MLA format.
Here is a helpful website for information:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
You may also use the free online program to create it: http://www.easybib.com/
Examples of animals you can choose from. Remember, you only need to choose ONE animal for this assignment:

- Invertebrates – Insects (beetles, flies, ants, etc.), flat worms, round worms, spiders

- Chordates – Reptiles, amphibians, fish, sharks, whales, horses, bears
- Primates – Gorilla, Ape, Lemur, Baboon, Orangutan, Chimpanzee
Check List

□ Animal Picture

□ Description of adaptations that allow the animal to do the following:

□ Maintaining homeostasis

□ Gathering and responding to information it sees or hears

□ Obtaining and distributing oxygen and nutrients

□ Collecting and eliminating waste

□ Reproducing

□ Explanation of where the animal fits into a cladogram (What phylum does the animal belong to?  Why is it classified that way?)

□ Bibliography

□ CheckMyWork link (Extra Credit)
Biology B Unit 4 Animal Diversity Portfolio Rubric

	Description
	Points Possible
	Points Earned

	Animal Picture
	1
	

	Research Questions
	
	

	· Maintaining homeostasis
	2
	

	· Gathering and responding to information
	2
	

	· Obtaining and distributing oxygen and nutrients
	1
	

	· Collecting and eliminating waste
	1
	

	· Reproducing
	1
	

	Cladogram explanation
	1
	

	Bibliography
	1
	

	Extra Credit – CheckMyWork Link
	1 Extra credit
	

	Total
	10
	/10


